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there is a continuous chain of rapids. These two points
therefore will be connected by railway probably. When
Dufile is gained the river can be used once more so far
as Lake Albert Nyanza, where the line from Cape Town
would be met, although there is a belief that the Sudan
Government intends to push the railway to a far more
southern point.
It will be seen that although Rhodes' great scheme was
for a continuous steel road from north to south, this idea
has had to be modified in order to meet unexpected con-
ditions, which at the time of the railway's inception were
not apparent. In reality one will travel from the "Cape
to Cairo " over a combined rail and water route longitudin-
ally through the continent. At the present moment one
can cover the whole journey by rail and water, except
for a distance of about 600 miles, and this gap is being
closed rapidly. As the settlement of the country along
the line of communication becomes effected, and the heavy
drawbacks incidental to transhipment become more and
more emphasised, there is no doubt but that the water
route will be superseded gradually by the railway, so that
in time the original idea will be consummated, and trains
will pass right through from the Cape to Cairo over a
continuous path of steel some 6000 miles in length.